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In their final year, the Public Health Students at the Queensland University of Technology 
undertake a Situation Analysis (SITANS) as part of their assessment in the International 
Health Unit. A Situation Analysis, within the context of international health, is the detailed, 
methodical examination of the constituent elements, structure, and inter-relationships of a 
context wherein a particular population is suffering the effects of poor health based on a 
variety of social, cultural, economic, and other material determinants (WHO, 2017). The 
students work in groups of four members to select, analyse, and respond to a suite of six 
global health scenarios, which are updated every year to reflect the most recent priority 
areas, for example the recent Ebola and Zika Virus epidemics in Africa and South America. 
The students undertake research on scenarios to locate the key contextual determinants 
driving the health problem, and work to develop culturally safe and sustainable 
interventions to redress the issue.  
In an innovative development to the SITANS assessment, we required the students to 
generate Digital Stories to portray their analyses. Digital Stories are multimedia movies that 
combine photographs, video, animation, sound, music, text, and often a narrative voice 
(Roland, 2016). The assessment was designed to allow students to engage with new media 
technologies to generate rhetorically powerful, evidence-based methods of communicating 
public health research. The students undertook online workshops with StoryCenter, and 
used either PhotoStory3 or MovieMaker to combine powerful imagery, insightful segments 
from field-interviews, maps, graphs, and data from the literature. In this presentation we 
showcase an exemplar Digital Story, and describe the importance of integrating new media 
into public health curricula. The development of these creative skill-sets equips our 
graduates to become powerful advocates for global change, and experts in distilling 
complex phenomena into accessible formats of communication for delivery to stakeholders 
world wide.   
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